WHAT IS METADATA? WHAT
ROLE DOES IT PLAY IN A DAM?
Metadata is data used to describe other data;
in the case of DAM, it is descriptive data of a visual asset
or a marketing content (photo, video, audio, 3D, 360°, etc...).
The main role of metadata is to extend the ﬁeld of actions
on a digital content by providing a context and a set
of related information.

WHAT ARE THE TYPES OF METADATA?
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DESCRIPTIVE METADATA:

What are they used for?
Within a Digital Asset Management solution, this data is used to describe and
identify visuals and marketing contents.
What is it?
They can be found as unique identiﬁers, physical attributes (type of media,
dimensions, general state) or bibliographic attributes (title, author, etc...).
Example: The Dublin Core, a generic metadata pattern based on more than 15
elements: title, author, publisher, subject, description, language, etc...

STRUCTURAL METADATA:
What are they used for?
Structural metadata facilitates the navigation and presentation of digital
media by providing information about the internal structure of the resources.
What is it?
They can be deﬁned as the structuring tags of a content which allow to know
the classiﬁcation and the structural level of this one (ex: the photograph B was
inserted in the PDF A).
Example: Relationships between elements (e.g.: ﬁle A is the jpeg version of
source ﬁle B).

ADMINISTRATIVE METADATA:
What are they used for?
Those are the information that facilitate the management and the short and
long term treatment of digital resources.
What is it?
This technical data includes information on creation and quality control, rights
management, access control and user requirements.
Example: Rights metadata that will allow to deﬁne the distribution policy of a
content according to legal constraints or constraints imposed by the entity
owning the rights.

THE GENERATED METADATA:
What are they used for?
They allow you to improve the categorization of marketing content by
reducing the indexing effort of your teams through partially or completely
automated enrichment.
What is it?
This metadata can be created automatically by the source device or from an
artiﬁcial intelligence system.
Example: A camera that indicates the GPS coordinates of the photo in the
encoded data, an AI that identiﬁes a product in a photo, or the context of the
photo, inside or outside, with or without people...
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